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“Jammin’ on Free Bird,” by Cam Cotton-O’Brien (Rebel XTi)
When you gotta rock, you rock. We needed to rock.

Fuck snow

We have sockey stories!

Booze and politics!

Words say a lot. 
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Election meaness! Every issue you could ever want to 

read about and then some.

Newsy delights!

Seriously, fuck that stuff.

That’s hockey and soccer put together. They are actually 

seperate stories I just thought I’d save some time, but I 

suppose by writing this explanation I have wasted more. 

Drink along with federal election coverage.

Yeah. See entertainment for more.

We decided not killing all the trees was 

good. We still need toilet paper so we are 

running stuff on the internet including 

more news election coverage,  Comeback 

Kid rocks out and sex talk.

Tree huggers rejoice!
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In an attempt to connect with 
the ever-greening Canadian 
electorate, Stephen Harper has 

decided to try his hand at bleeding 
heart conservatism.

At a campaign stop in Calgary on 
Sept. 26, Harper promised that, if 
elected, the Conservative govern-
ment would ban the export of bitu-
men to nations whose environmental 
laws weren’t as stringent as those in 
Canada. Th e immediate reaction to 
this statement was the provincial 
government’s concerns that the feds, 
in applying such a policy, would be 
stepping into their jurisdiction. Th is 
may be, but there are other reasons 
this proposal falls fl at.

Bitumen is an extremely heavy type 
of petroleum that is extracted from 
the oilsands in northern Alberta. Its 
extraction is incredibly costly to the 
environment, which is the primary 
reason that Harper’s promise is so 
ridiculous. It is eff ectively the same 
as the United States harping the 
importance of developing democracy 
around the world while actively exe-
cuting plans that are detrimental to 
that end. Th e Conservative pledge is 
hypocrisy of the highest order and can 
do nothing but erode Canada’s cred-

The rise of bleeding heart conservatism
Stephen Harper’s dubious shift towards green policy

ibility when it makes any statement 
about environmental concern.

Beyond this, the plan’s environ-
mental advantages are deceptive. 
Currently, most bitumen is exported 
to the U.S. While Canadian regula-
tions are stricter than those in the 
U.S., given the volatility of the initial 
extraction of the material and the fact 
that it’s processing and end use will 
remain detrimental to the environ-
ment, despite the tighter Canadian 
guidelines, the actual benefi t to the 
environment falls far short of being 
meaningful progress towards a 
greener future.

It is worth considering that there is 
a pipeline currently being constructed 
to the coast that will allow bitumen to 
be shipped to other nations, possibly 
including China. Th ese regulations 
would conceivably lead to a more 
environmentally friendly develop-
ment in that nation. In some sense 
this is true, but the actual impact that 
this move will have is, again, hardly 
praiseworthy. Restricting bitumen 
from entering China won’t greatly 
reduce the environmental dam-
age of such a large nation’s rapid 
development. Besides, it would 
be unreasonable to laud Harper’s 

policy as being a forceful move in 
the right direction when all it does is 
ban something that is not happening 
as of now anyways.

Lastly, there remains the dubious 
fact that if the processing of bitumen 
was limited to Canadian facilities, 
there would be a great number of 
jobs gained in this country.

In the end, the proposal seems less 
like a legitimate eff ort at positive envi-
ronmental policy than a minor ploy 
for environmentally leaning voters 
or perhaps those who would stand to 

gain work processing bitumen. Th e 
proposal wins a small victory by shift -
ing the processing of the material to 
a more regulated location, but does 
not actually address the extreme 
environmental damage caused by 
its extraction and later usage. If 
the Conservatives actually want 
their environmental policy taken 
seriously, they will have to author a 
serious environmental policy.

Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Opinions Editor

Letters to the editor

Editor, the Gauntlet, 
[“Aff ordable housing blues and a 

call to abandon ship,” Chuck Day, 
Oct. 2, Gauntlet]

I understand the frustration 
around delivering aff ordable hous-
ing solutions to students. Progress 
is slow, the process is highly politi-
cal and it seems like all anyone ever 
does is talk about it. I would like to 
take this opportunity to assure all 
students that the SU is doing way 
more than talking about it, we are 
acting now. 

Th e Students’ Union is advocating 
for the university to upgrade its on-
campus housing capacity to 15 per 
cent of the full-time student popu-
lation. Th is number is based on the 
demand for on-campus housing and 
the capacities of universities situated 
in similar housing markets. 

Last year, in response to SU 
recommendations the university 
announced a new 600 bed resi-
dence facility. Th is facility will cost 
more than $100 million and secur-

ing capital funding to build it has 
proved challenging.  Th e University 
would like to build more residence 
spaces on campus but needs capital 
funding from the government to 
make it a reality. 

Currently the Students’ Union 
is  commissioning an “Inter-
Institutional Residence Feasibility 
Study” to look into an alternative 
form of student housing. Th is study 
will assess if an off -campus residence 
facility, shared by all of Calgary’s 
post-secondary students, would be 
a sustainable housing initiative. 

An important component of this 
study is a housing needs analysis of 
students. 

Arguably this should have been 
done a long time ago and probably by 
the government, but the SU is taking 
the lead on this issue and gathering 
information. With this data we will 
be in a much better position to jus-
tify the need for solutions from the 
government and the university. 

The “ship” is on course and to 

“abandon ship” when we are fi nally 
gaining ground in addressing this 
issue would only further steer us in 
the wrong direction. While our ship 
may not sail as fast as we might like, 
we will arrive at our destination in 
due time. 

If students are concerned or have 
questions on how the SU is actively 
addressing the housing issue please 
contact me at suvpext@ucalgary.ca 

Alastair MacKinnon
Students’ Union Vice-President External

Editor, the Gauntlet
[“Th e U of C is going downtown,” 

Sarelle Azuelos, Sept. 25, Gauntlet] 
So the provincial Conservatives are 
going to reward their incompetent 
“board of governor” appointees 
with even more money to build 
a second campus to spread their 
incompetence  even  fur ther?  

Urban dreaming

Another of the main reasons that 
this overcrowded university usu-
ally ranks last in Maclean’s, is that 
they have a monopoly in this city 
of over 1 million and students have 
no choice.  

Why not just build a second and 
third university instead, to give 
Calgary students a local choice of 
schools, creating some competition, 
encouraging this school to improve 
and making room for countless 
Calgarians who are prevented from 
studying?  Winnipeg, Manitoba 
(pop. 650,000), and Spokane, 
Washington (pop. 250,000)  each 
support four degree-granting uni-
versities in their cities, while the 
mighty oil-rich Calgary, Alberta 
(pop. 1,070,000), prefers to remain 
“stupid to the last drop” by deny-
ing tens of thousands of qualifi ed 
Albertans a chance to study at a 
decent school of their choice within 
this province and city.

 
Jay Hind

In defence of housing policy
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“Education. It’s get-
ting more expensive 
and it isn’t affordable 
for everyone.”
– Dmitry 
Nikitashenko, fi rst-
year fi nance

“Economy, but the 
campaign is mostly 
about attacking 
opponents.”
– Rhonda Sim, 
fourth-year linguis-
tics

“Withdraw troops 
from Afghanistan. 
Canada is a peace-
keeper.”
– Syed Hassan, mas-
ters civil engineering 

“Health care sys-
tem. We need an 
upstream approach 
to health that 
isn’t solely illness 
focused.”
– Adrienne Yee, 
fourth-year nursing

c a m p u s  q u i p sWhat do you think politicians should be focusing on this election? Why?

Interviews and photographs: Vivian Leung

Ryan Pike
AP Editor

With the federal election less 
than a week away, candidates in 
the University of Calgary’s riding 
of Calgary-West acknowledged 
the importance of post-secondary 
education.

All five candidates challenging 
incumbent Conservative MP Rob 
Anders note the key factors in making 
post-secondary education aff ordable 
are providing access to as many as 
possible while keeping costs down, 
although they diff er in the specifi cs 

of how government should reach 
that goal.

“Education should be free for all,” 
said Marxist-Leninist Party candidate 
André Vachon. “You have a situation 
today where education is subject to the 
same rules as the private economy, 
where if there’s no money to be 
made at the end of it, then education 
suff ers.”

The other candidates shared 
Vachon’s enthusiasm, noting the 
largest barriers are a lack of fi nan-
cial assistance, high interest rates 
for student loans and the high cost 
of education.

New Democratic Party candidate 
and U of C student Teale Phelps 
Bondaroff said his party aims at 

reducing costs through a dedicated 
education transfer, grants to those 
with student loans and debt relief.

“We should not be discouraging 
people from going into education 
with massive rates,” said Phelps 
Bondaroff . “I think that’s what the 
Conservatives and Liberals have done 
over the past 25 years, they’ve essen-
tially neglected the education system 
and that’s a huge problem.”

Liberal Party candidate Jennifer 
Pollock explained that her party’s 
plan contains increases in bursaries, 
grants, lower interest rates for student 
loans and an increased grace period 
of two years.

“Th is plan was done entirely in 
consultation with student groups,” 

said Pollock. “Th ere are increases in 
the number of bursaries for students 
who have need. Th ere is a change in 
the tax structure so students can get 
a grant each year that they attend 
rather than tax credits, which some 
of them can’t use for years.”

Independent candidate Kirk 
Schmidt supports the creation of a 
dedicated educational endowment 
from federal surpluses aimed at 
relaxing student debt for those who 
meet certain criteria and providing 
scholarships and grants.

“[With] a $2 billion endowment 
that puts $100 million approximately 
into education per year, we’d be able 
to relax about seven times as many 
loans as we already do as a govern-

ment,” said Schmidt. “There’d be 
more incentive to staying in Canada 
and working and at the same time, 
we’d be able to help those that have 
incurred a lot of debt.”

Randy Weeks of the Green Party 
shared his party’s view that post-
secondary education is too expen-
sive and feels that eliminating half of 
student debt for graduates staying to 
work in Canada would go a long way 
towards increasing accessibility.

“Education is becoming a place 
where only the rich elite can aff ord 
to go,” said Weeks. “Part of it is the 
student loan thing. Education is the 
mainstay of a successful country 
and we have very strong education 
policies.”

e d u ce d u c a t i o na t i o n

On September 7, 2008 at 8:30 a.m., Prime Minister Stephen Harper asked On September 7, 2008 at 8:30 a.m., Prime Minister Stephen Harper asked 
Governor General Michaëlle Jean to call an election for October 14. In the Governor General Michaëlle Jean to call an election for October 14. In the 
interests of students on campus, interests of students on campus, GauntletGauntlet news editor Sarelle Azuelos and  news editor Sarelle Azuelos and 
features editor Katy Anderson interviewed candidates from the Calgary-West features editor Katy Anderson interviewed candidates from the Calgary-West 
riding for their party’s platforms on a variety of issues. Rob Anders, the incumbent riding for their party’s platforms on a variety of issues. Rob Anders, the incumbent 
Conservative candidate, was unavailable for comment. All candidates will Conservative candidate, was unavailable for comment. All candidates will 
be on campus for a forum  in the MacEwan Student Centre south courtyard be on campus for a forum  in the MacEwan Student Centre south courtyard 
Thursday at 12 p.m.Thursday at 12 p.m.

Federal Election 2008Federal Election 2008

a r t sa r t s f u n d i n gf u n d i n g
Nicole Dionne
E&P Editor

Oft en in Canadian politics, 
culture and arts takes a 
back seat to other issues. 

However, recent cuts to funding 
have caused a great deal of indig-
nation in the Canadian arts com-
munity and has pushed the ques-
tion of fi scal support of culture to 

the front of the debate this election. 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper has 
minimized the issue and called it a 
fringe topic that does not aff ect the 
average Canadian. 

“I think when ordinary working 
people come home, turn on the TV 
and see a gala of a bunch of people, 
you know, at a rich gala all subsidized 
by taxpayers claiming their subsi-
dies aren’t high enough when they 
know those subsidies have actually 
gone up, I’m not sure that’s some-
thing that resonates with ordinary 

people,” Harper told the National 
Post, Oct. 6.

Such comments have opened 
Harper to a lot of criticism from 
both the arts community and local 
party candidates. Activists and artists 
alike have pointed out the unrealistic 
light that Harper has portrayed the 
arts community in. 

 “Th e reality is that ordinary people 

are actively engaged in the sector, 
so to characterize it as an elitist 
thing is misleading,” said Calgary 
Arts Development president and 
CEO Terry Rock. Rock also pointed 
out that the average salary of an 
artist in Calgary in 2006 was under 
$20,000.

Kirk Schmidt, an independent 
candidate running in Calgary-

West, pointed out that Harper’s 
depiction of the arts community 
also belittles the major economic role 
the cultural sector plays in Canada’s 
economy.

“Th e Conference Board of Canada 
[a private think-tank] estimated that 
the economic footprint of Canada’s 
culture sector was about $84.6 billion 

see arts funding, page 9

Pack up the paints

More money needed for post-secondary students 
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Doug Horner
Gauntlet News

An oft -forgotten Northern land is 
now a source of contention for federal 
politicians. Geologists predict there are 
vast stores of fossil fuels beneath its 
seabed and this potentially resource-
rich territory is under dispute. Th e 
Northwest Passage might also soon 
become a viable trade route between 
the Atlantic and Pacifi c Ocean. Canada 
has established communities living in 
the region which raises the question of 
how to protect the rights of Northern 
and Inuit communities from being 
trampled in a race for control and 
resources.

Calgary-West Marxist-Leninist 
candidate André Vachon agreed the 
situation merited consideration.

“I think all these questions should 
be put on the table . . . and they can-
not simply be the subject of a race for 
profi t,” said Vachon.

Independent candidate Kirk 
Schmidt recognized the signifi cance 
of Canada asserting its sovereignty 

over the Northwest Passage for both 
economic and environmental reasons. 
He proposed the construction of a 
deepwater port in order to stimulate 
the local economy and capitalize on 
future international traffi  c through 
the passage.

“We will basically be the go-between 
between the Pacific Rim and the 
European Union, which puts us in 
a fantastic economic situation,” said 
Schmidt.

Libera l  candidate  Jenni fer 
Pollock articulated her party’s plan 
to approach the Arctic from within. 
Th is strategy hinges on stimulating 
the economies and social infrastruc-
tures of Northern communities.

“Just as Alberta has a right to their 
resources, the federal government 
would acknowledge ownership by the 
people of the North of their lands and 
waters,” said Pollock.

Th e Liberal strategy depends on 
developing a higher profile in the 
Arctic Council, an intergovernmen-
tal forum for all Arctic countries, and 
committing the necessary resources 
to complete a Canadian bid for Arctic 
territory to the UN by 2013.

While the Green Party does not 

mention an Arctic policy in their 
party platform, Calgary-West Green 
Party candidate Randy Weeks recog-
nized the need to assert some kind of 
presence in order to protect Canada’s 
sovereignty in the region.

“We need to go in there and 
start exercising our sovereignty or 
some superpower like Russia or 
the United States is going to walk 

in and take over,” he said.
Weeks argued the Green Party does 

not see the Arctic in terms of resources, 
it is too fragile an environment and 
Canada needs to scale down depen-
dence on fossil fuels.

“Exploiting the resources up 
there is only a temporary fix, we 
need to fi nd alternatives to drilling 
for more oil,” said Weeks.

Th e Conservative party platform 
involves a four-prong approach to 
the Arctic. The Tories argue for 
economic development, input from 
Northern communities that do not 
include paternalistic federal policies, 
environmental protection and an 
increased military presence.

The NDP platform outlines a 
detailed strategy for the North. Th ey 
push for international diplomacy and 
an acceleration of the Canadian claim 
to Arctic territory being made to the 
UN. Th ey also advocate the bolstering 
of the Coast Guard with ice breaking 
ships and more offi  cers stationed in 
the North. NDP Calgary-West 
candidate Teale Phelps Bondaroff  
expressed his party’s plan to ensure 
that Northern communities will be 
involved in the process and benefi ts 
of this new Arctic resurgence. Th e 
Liberals and the NDP see success in 
the Arctic in terms of the success of 
established northern people.

“We need to be investing in 
Northern communities . . . essen-
tially investing in Inuit communi-
ties and creating a strong network 
of people in the North,” said Phelps 
Bondaroff .

Daniel Pagan
Gauntlet News

While the Canadian mission 
in Afghanistan might be 
on the backburner with 

the focus on the economy, Calgary-
West candidates are busy debating the 
best plan of action.

Last month Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper said Canada would with-
draw the majority of its troops from 
Kandahar province in Afghanistan by 
2011. Currently, over 2,500 Canadian 
Forces personnel are deployed in 
the province in a NATO-led mission 
endorsed by the United Nations. 

Calgary-West Liberal candidate 
Jennifer Pollock said the Liberal 
Party supports reconstruction eff orts 
in Afghanistan and the development 
of the democratic government, but the 
balance between military spending and 
reconstruction needs to be changed. 
She cast doubts on the promise to 
withdraw the troops by 2011, point-
ing out Harper’s promise is subjective 
to possible election results. 

“When I went to read that press 
release, the language they said is we 
would not change the timing because 
that is not the will of the Parliament,” 

she said. “So if they got a majority gov-
ernment, then they would say the will 
of the government has changed.”

 New Democrat Party candidate 
Teale Phelps Bondaroff  strongly dis-
agreed with the Canadian mission. He 
added the NDP has always opposed 
keeping troops in Afghanistan, citing 
imbalance between military and infra-
structure spending and the focus on 
defeating the insurgency by military 
means instead of diplomacy as reasons 
for the mission’s failure. 

“Unlike a university degree, where 
four or however many years later, you 
have a diploma and a certain amount 
of credits, we don’t have that system 
in Afghanistan and there is no end 
goal,” said Phelps Bondaroff . “Th e 
way we’re fi ghting it is essentially for 
every dollar of aid, we’re spending 
nine fi ghting the war.” 

Marxist-Leninist candidate André 
Vachon called it an unjust war. He 
explained Canada has an international 
responsibility to help poor nations by 
bringing them up to par industrially 
with the rest of the world. 

“Canada needs an anti-war gov-
ernment,” he said. “We should have 
no Canadian troops in foreign lands 
and no foreign troops in Canada. 
We have no business there and we 
should get out immediately.”

Green Party candidate Randy 

Weeks agreed with Vachon, adding 
there are at least fi ve countries who 
need peacekeeping and humanitarian 
aid where Canada could make a huge 
diff erence. He explained the Greens 
want to redefi ne Canada’s role in the 
Afghan mission to a humanitarian 
and rebuilding policy.

“Th is is not a humanitarian mission 
at all,” said Weeks. “Th ere are over 600 
schools there that have been built that 
are sitting empty because you can’t 
run a school in a war zone.” 

Kirk Schmidt, an independent can-

didate, reminded voters that Canada is 
doing this as part of an international 
commitment and has been making 
progress on training the Afghan 
military and police force. But Schmidt 
added it is time for another country 
to take leadership there. He defended 
the defence spending as important for 
purchasing new technology needed for 
Canadian soldiers such as unmanned 
aerial vehicles and devices that detect 
improvised explosive devices. 

“Reconstruction is exceptionally 
important, but it’s about the lives of 

Canadians fi rst and foremost,” said 
Schmidt. “Once we can ensure a bet-
ter level of safety and security for the 
soldiers, then yes, we need to spend 
lots of money on reconstruction.” 

Th e Conservative Party of Canada 
website off ered a preview of its stand 
on Afghanistan, saying the mission 
protects Canadians by “clearing out 
terrorist sanctuaries; reinforc[ing] 
Canada’s role as a leader in the fi ght 
for democracy and human rights; and 
fulfi ll[ing] a global promise to rebuild 
the shattered Afghan state.”

Canada’s Northern frontier in a war of words

Military spending versus reconstruction 
a f g h a na f g h a n i s t a ni s t a n

a r ca r c t i ct i c
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Over 600 schools in Afghanistan are empty due to the ongoing confl ict. 
Staff Sgt. Marcus J. Quarterman/

Sovereignty and resources are both issues in the North. 
Julia Osinchuk/the Gauntlet

Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed under 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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Morgan Haigler
News Assistant

As Canada’s 2008 federal 
election campaign moves 
forward, candidates are 

expressing a need to improve the 
nation’s health care systems. 

Independent candidate Kirk 
Schmidt and Liberal Party candidate 
Jennifer Pollock of Calgary-West 
agree the overall quality of health 
care is good, but Canada still needs 
to address many serious health-care 
issues. 

“There aren’t sufficient services 
to off er to the people,” said Pollock. 
“Th at’s why we talk about wait lines. 
Once you get there, care is a B or 
B+.”

Teale Phelps Bondaroff , the New 
Democratic Party candidate and 
André Vachon, the Marxist-Leninist 
Party candidate, believe Canada falls 
short on government funding. 

“Th e government must stop paying 
the rich and it must increase funding 
for social programs,” said Vachon.

Green Party candidate Randy 
Weeks took this idea one step 
further, saying that Canada’s 
health care is in a crisis.

“We’re not getting good value for 
what we’re paying for,” said Weeks. 
“It’s mismanaged and it’s under-
funded and it’s basically on critical 
life support. Th at comes from people 
who work directly within the system 
itself.”

All candidates indicated an empha-
sis should be placed on public health 
care as opposed to private. Schmidt 
and Pollock said the Alberta govern-

ment should follow the Canada Health 
Act, while candidates from the NDP, 
Green and Marxist-Leninist parties 
think privatizing health care creates 
more setbacks. 

“Th e problem with private facili-
ties is essentially, they charge higher 
rates and they’re accessible only to 
those who are wealthy,” said Phelps 
Bondaroff. “We already have a 
problem where there are fi ve million 

h e a l t hh e a l t h c a r ec a r e

Canadians without medical doctors 
and family doctors in the country. 
Th ose people tend to go to hospitals 
and are added to waiting lists to get 
their primary care.” 

Currently, the NDP wants to reverse 
private delivery services and form 
national homecare and pharmacare 
programs. 

According to Weeks, improving 
the quality of life of Canadians starts 

with better education, nutrition and 
promotion of healthier lifestyles. Th e 
party also hopes to limit the com-
mercialization of genetically modi-
fi ed crops, reduce cigarette smoking 
through education and taxes and 
develop national goals for prenatal 
care strategies . 

Vachon also supports improv-
ing health care services, saying 
that good health is a right and 
not something to be abused. 

“[Health care] should not be subject 
to the condition that money will be 
made from human suff ering and ill-
ness,” said Vachon. “Nor should it be 
considered a cost. A healthy popula-
tion is an investment and it’s a great 
step forward that socialized medicine 
came into being.” 

Th e future of Canada’s health care 
system may be hard to predict, but 
most candidates believe that increased 
government funding is necessary to 
strengthen Canada’s long-term goals. 
Because of an increased shortage of 
nurses and doctors in the province, 
Canada needs to develop incentives 
that will encourage medical staff  to 
stay employed. 

Although Weeks did not mention 
government funding, he believes 
reducing the levels of pollutants will 
lift  some of the pressures placed on 
the public health care system.

Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

Green election promises are 
reaching a new high this year, with 
all parties tackling the environmental 
issue in their own way.

Calgary-West Liberal candidate 
Jennifer Pollock hopes to create 
an incentive for companies to buy 
green technology and for Canadians 
to retrofi t their homes. 

“The whole platform in this 
election is designed to include the 
environment and the impact on 
the environment in every decision 
that’s made,” she said. “Th at starts 
fi rst with, in a sense, the carbon tax 
itself which is an attempt to reduce 
carbon in the atmosphere, but also 
an attempt to change our economy 
and our society to being one that 
consumes less.”

Green Party candidate Randy 
Weeks argued the focus on carbon 

ignored other emissions dangerous 
to the environment. He said the 
Liberals watered down the original 
Green environment policy until it 
was no longer eff ective. 

“It’s un-tax what we want and tax 
what we don’t want,” said Weeks. 
“Th at’s the basis of it. We want people 
to have jobs, why tax them?”

New Democratic Party candidate 
Teale Phelps Bondaroff  also men-
tioned the important economic 
effects environmental policy will 
have. He hopes to target major pol-
luters like “big oil” and “big cement” 
and not individuals for new taxes. 
Phelps Bondaoff explained the 
weakness in the Liberal Green Shift  

e n v i r oe n v i r o n m e n tn m e n t

Green research and development a common goal

Health care in need of improvement

Green candidate Weeks argued for a health care system that focuses on preventing illness. 

Julia Osinchuk/the Gauntlet

policy was a result of it being revenue 
neutral. 

“Every single dollar they raise 
in the carbon tax will be going 
into other offset taxes,” he said. 
“Th e problem with that is the goal 
of the tax is to reduce carbon, so 
you’re essentially reducing your 
carbon tax base if you’re actually 
successful.”

He explained the NDP plans to set 
a fi rm limit on carbon emissions to 
create a market for carbon shares.

“I  want  to  see  much more 
research and development money 
put towards green technologies,” 
said independent candidate Kirk 
Schmidt. “Th ere’s a lot of problems 
that we can fi x by taking the time in 
Canada to put money into research 
and coming up with solutions that 
are homegrown and that we can sell 
to other countries later on when we 
do develop them.”

Schmidt also called for more 
t h o r o u g h  u s e  o f  t e c h n o l o -
gies already available, such as 
replacing incandescent l ight-

bulbs with fl uorescent ones. 
“Global climate change needs 

to be a multinational solution,” he 
said. “Canada needs to do its part, but 
Canada alone cannot fi x the worlds 
problems alone.”

Marxist-Leninist candidate André 
Vachon disagreed and said all people 
have a responsibility to mother 
nature and future generations. 

“We’re a communist party and so 
we place the interest of the working 
class and people fi rst,” he said. “Th at 
is not taking place anywhere where 
pollution is rampant and where 
violence is committed against 
nature.”

All candidates agreed that reduc-
ing consumption would have a posi-
tive aff ect on both the environment 
and the economy. 

“While some people don’t agree 
with Alberta’s energy climate, if the 
whole world uses less energy and less 
hydrocarbons then Alberta’s econ-
omy will be stable for a longer period 
of time,” said Pollock. “Consuming 
less is better for Alberta.”

Environmental research would ensure that these areas last. 
Paul Baker/the Gauntlet
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Rhiannon Kirkland
Gauntlet News

In light of the recent listeriosis 
outbreak that led Maple Leaf Foods 
to voluntarily recall items produced 
at their Barton Road facility, food 
safety has come to the forefront 
this election. Canadians have had 
their confi dence in the food supply 
shaken and want to know if their 
food is safe. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s 
Conservative government has been 
moving towards a food safety system 
in which industry plays a greater role 
in testing than inspectors. Inspectors 
also spend more time reviewing paper 
work fi led by companies under the 
new self regulatory system and 
less time inspecting plants. The 
Conservative Party defends this 
policy and believes that it has not 
hampered the ability of the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency to respond 
to the listeria outbreak. Th ey argued 
the voluntary actions taken by Maple 
Leaf are proof that self-regulation can 
work.

Calgary-West candidates ques-
tioned these beliefs, claiming 
stricter regulations and enforcement 
is needed. 

“We do need a lot more control 

and a lot more oversight and we need 
a lot more protections for Canadian 
consumers,” said NDP candidate Teale 
Phelps Bondaroff . 

According to independent candi-
date Kirk Schmidt, the government 
should act as a watchdog looking 
out for public safety. He stressed 
that industry should never be in 
the fi nal decision making process 
in health and safety matters. 

“Th e industry policing itself hasn’t 
been very successful,” said Schmidt. 
“We do need to get government regu-
lations back in.” 

Liberal candidate Jennifer Pollock 
said taking punitive and reactive 
measures aft er the fact is not enough. 
Instead, she advocated preventive 
measures like better enforcement 
of food safety standards. 

 “We all pretty much know what 
happens when people self-regulate, 
this is the same thing that caused the 
Walkerton problem,” said Green 
Party candidate Randy Weeks. “Th ey 
cut back on government water safety 
inspectors and left  these small towns 
to fend for themselves and people 
died.”

Marxist-Leninist candidate André 
Vachon said the government needs to 
stop cutting corners and worry about 
people’s health instead. 

Harper promised that an indepen-
dent investigation into the listeria 
outbreak will take place.

Jordyn Marcellus
Gauntlet News

The tarsands and the Alberta 
economy are inextricably 
linked. Th e more oil dredged 

up from the sands, the better off 
our province is economically. In 
this federal election, many political 
parties are focusing on the environ-
mental concerns that are aff ecting the 
nation, which the oil plants up north 
and being built in Saskatchewan aff ect 
every day.  

Companies working in the oilsands 
are criticized by environmental 
groups like the Pembina Institute for 
belching tremendous amounts of car-
bon and other chemicals into the air 
as well as consuming large volumes 
of water in the oil excavation pro-
cess. Organizations like Greenpeace 
have suggested shutting down the 
tarsand projects entirely, saying the 
economic gains are not worth the 
severe environmental impact. 

Teale Phelps Bondaroff, New 
Democratic Party candidate for 
Calgary-West, explained that his party 
believes that there can be job creation 
through environmental policies. 

“One of the misconceptions with 
protecting our environment is that you 
can either have the environment or 
the economy, but not both,” he said. 
“With [the NDP’s] Green Collar Job 
program, we’re saying that we can both 
improve the economy and keep jobs. 
We’re going to need to retrofi t things 
and innovate new transportation and 
energy technology. Th at’s where jobs 
are going to be coming from. We 
can create a whole new sector in our 
economy.”

Kirk Schmidt, an independent 
candidate, argued there is no need to 
shut down the oilsands. Th e govern-
ment needs ways of cleaning up the 
extraction process itself, which will 
help lessen the current environmental 
damage. 

“What we need to do is slow down 
the growth,” said Schmidt. “We can 
slow down the production, invest 
money into research and develop-

ment and we can fi nd cleaner ways 
of extracting that oil. Once we’ve 
found cleaner ways, which reduce 
the environmental damage or leave 
any at all, we can then re-establish 
increasing production.”

Green Party candidate Randy 
Weeks, an auditor for Canadian 
Natura l  Resources  L imi ted , 
stressed his party is not opposed 
to the oilsands, but sees a need to 
broaden the Albertan economy.

“We are a one-trick pony economy,” 
said Weeks. “Right now, it’s oil. Th e 
conventional oil is going away and 
soon all that’s going to be left  is the 
strip-mining in the oilsands. What 
we would like to do is take Alberta’s 
economic dependence on the oil-
sands and diversify that into other 
areas especially alternative energy 
and effi  ciency technologies.”

Pipeline construction worker André 
Vachon represents the Marxist-

Leninist Party of Canada. He argued 
Canadian people are not receiving 
their fair share of oil revenue from 
the companies extracting resources 
from Canadian soil. 

“Th e people of Canada should get to 
decide who gets the oil,” said Vachon. 
“There shouldn’t be deals behind 
closed doors, in boardrooms of the 
corporations or between heads of state. 
We’re not suggesting we should just 
shut down production in the tarsands 
or we should stop producing oil and 
gas. It’s part of the wealth of Canada 
and we should exploit it.”

Weeks emphasized that the oil patch 
is not going to go away and that the 
Albertan economy is in dire need of 
a breath of fresh air.

“Oil is a hugely important com-
modity that we simply cannot do 
without right now,” Weeks said. 
“[But the Green Party] does not want 
to leave Alberta’s economy entirely 
reliant on oilsands. We need to start 
nurturing other technologies, other 
businesses and signifi cantly diversi-
fying Alberta’s economy away from 
those oilsands.”

f o o df o o d s a f e t ys a f e t y

o i lo i l s a n d ss a n d s

Chris Wanamaker
Gauntlet News

While the economy is making huge 
headlines in the upcoming election, 
the effects on poverty are almost 
ignored. Calgary-West candidates 
agreed it was a serious issue, but 
off ered a variety of solutions. 

Green Party candidate Randy 
Weeks calls the Conservatives’ budget 
for social programs “scrooge-like” and 
accused the government of economic 
mismanagement.

“We forced a greater percentage of 
our population into poverty and cre-
ated more social problems,” he said. 

Marxist-Leninist  candidate 
André Vachon also criticized the 
Conservatives. 

“Th e facts speak for themselves,” 
he said. “We’ve cut social services. 
We’ve put people who can’t look 
aft er themselves on the street.” 

Independent candidate Kirk 
Schmidt maintained that evaluating 
the government on poverty-related 
initiatives may not be possible. 

“We entered this period of economic 
boom, especially in Alberta, where it 
really is beyond the government’s 
control,” he said. “Unfortunately 
what happened is it forced housing 
prices and cost of living to skyrocket, 
and it left  quite a few people behind, 

so it’s hard to say the government is 
at fault or not at fault.”

Weeks claimed his party would 
bring back previous programs that 
worked or bolster existing pro-
grams. 

Th e Greens would like to replicate 
successful poverty-reduction policies 
found in Northern Europe and other 
parts of the world.

According to New Democratic Party 
candidate Teale Phelps Bondaroff , the 
NDP party would tackle the problem by 
reducing tuition costs for post-second-
ary students, bringing back the federal 
minimum wage and introducing a 
living wage. Th ey would also create 
a universal drug prescription cover-

age program, reduce ATM, cell phone 
and bank fees and re-examine existing 
seniors’ pensions and benefi ts.

Liberal candidate Jennifer Pollock 
said that the Liberal Party has spe-
cifi c targets for reducing poverty over 
the next four years. She described a 
plan that would reduce the number 
of people living below the poverty 
line by 30 per cent or one million 
people and the number of children 
living below the poverty line by 
50 per cent or 400,000 kids in four 
years by increasing the income tax 
benefit for those on welfare. For 
people who earn less than $50,000 
a year, the Liberals would provide a 

p o vp o v e r t ye r t y
Self-regulation insuffi cientHelping those in need

All Calgary-West candidates are seeking change.
Paul Baker/the Gauntlet

The oilsands: an economic powerhouse no one wants to give up.
John McDonald/the Gauntlet

Alberta’s precious resource gets a second look

see Poverty, page 11
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Jordyn Marcellus
Gauntlet News

Students at the University of 
Calgary have scored a victory 
when it comes to having a fed-

eral polling station on campus. Th e 
poll in the dining centre located near 
the residence buildings, will be open 
for regular electoral hours Oct. 14. 

Unfortunately, it’s only for resi-
dence students. Students who live 
in the Calgary-West riding will 
have to go to their designated off -
campus polling stations along with 
any student who lives outside of the 
Calgary-West riding.

Students’ Union vice-president 
external Alastair MacKinnon argued 
that this is not a strong enough eff ort 
to get students to vote.

“Elections Canada is bringing 
a polling station on campus and 
they’ve identified students as a 
key demographic that they want to 
increase voter turnout in,” explained 
MacKinnon. “Th ey’ve gone through 
all the eff ort of putting a polling sta-
tion on campus and now they’re say-
ing that only a select group of students 
on campus are allowed to use that 

poll . . . Th at’s Elections Canada’s rules 
and I’m disappointed in them.”

Marie-France Kenny, the Alberta 
Elections Canada spokesperson, 
explained that this is still a relatively 
new policy for the organization.

“We haven’t done polling on cam-
pus quite a lot,” she said. “Th is is one 
of the fi rst times that we’re doing it 
[across Canada.] We need to make 
sure everything is fi ne logistically 
 — fi nding locations and hiring poll 
workers always proves to be a chal-
lenge even for regular polling stations. 
We keep improving the process for 
everybody and students are absolutely 
an area where the commissioner is 
keen on making changes to improve 
the voting process.” 

She further noted that this is 
not just Calgary specific, but the 
same policy can be found all across 
Canada. 

“This year, and that’s the case 
everywhere, if you don’t live in the 
residence and it isn’t your polling 
station you can’t vote there,” said 
Kenny.

MacKinnon explained that because 
many students do not have access to 
cars or money to fi ll up their tanks, 

the lack of available transportation to 
some polling stations is an issue that 
needs to be addressed soon.

“We’ve heard instances where 
polling stations don’t even line up 
with public transportation,” he said. 
“We know a lot of students don’t have 
private transportation and when a 

polling station is an hour away and 
you can’t even take a bus there or 
you need to take three buses, it’s 
ridiculous.”

Kenny explained that due to 
the volatile nature of Canadian 
elections, it’s hard to plan where 
many polls will be located. 

“Once a writ is dropped, we need 
to fi nd locations for polling stations,” 
she said. “Most times it will be in a 
school or a church, which are a con-
venience to a community around it. If 
those aren’t available, then Elections 
Canada has to look for offi  ces that are 
within the community.” 

Caeli Hann
Gauntlet News

It is a common stereotype that 
when young people hear the word 
“government” their eardrums auto-
matically turn the conversation to 
mute while their eyelids slowly 
grow heavy. Apathy is a common 
symptom shared by many young 
Canadians today and is becoming 
widespread.

In the 2004 Canadian General 
Election, only 61 per cent of eli-
gible voters showed up to cast 
their ballots. The percentage of 
voters between the ages of 18 and 
24 is on average 20 to 30 per cent 
less than the national average, 
according to Elections Canada. 
Th e Globe and Mail asserted that 
in Canada’s General Election in 
2006, 57 per cent of young voters 
said they were going to vote, but only 
44 per cent actually followed 
through with exercising this civil 
right.

In a recent survey performed at 
the University of Calgary consisting 
of 100 students chosen at random, 
65 per cent of student participants 
indicated that they were defi nitely 
planning to vote in the upcoming 

Canadian General Election. In 
discussion, the main excuse most 
students gave for not planning to 
vote was inconvenience.

A report published by Elections 
Canada exposed that in the 2000 
General Election, the main reason 
young adults chose not to vote 
was because they were “just not 
interested.” 

Th e vast group of students who 
claim they simply “do not know 
enough about politics to vote,” and/
or “don’t know what each party even 
stands for” do not have to look far to 
solve the problem. Th ere are plenty 
of websites aimed at informing the 
politically uninformed, including 
apathyisboring.com, a national non-
partisan project that aims at reach-
ing out past the political geeks and 
grasp a broader audience. It tries to 
engage youth with politics through 
things that many young people are 
actually interested in such as art, 
media and technology. 

“It’s about connecting the dots 
between technology and real life,” 
said Ilona Dougherty, founder and 
executive director.

Th e website provides not only sim-
ple and straightforward information 
on what each political party stands 

for, but also information on how to 
vote and how to get involved. 

 “It’s really realizing that liter-
ally everything we do from the 
moment we get up in the morning 
is aff ected by those people in power,” 
Dougherty added. 

Water is regulated by govern-
ment, along with electricity and 
public transport. Students cannot 
aff ord to believe that government 
does not really affect them, said 
Dougherty.

There is concern that apathy 
among youth is not a “life cycle eff ect 
that will ammend in time, but that 
young people who do not vote are 
in fact embarking on a lifetime of 
self-imposed disenfranchisement,” 
according to Elections Canada. 

To connect students with politi-
cal parties, the Dominion Institute 
recently implemented Youth Text 
2008. Students can use cell phones 
to text a question or comment to 
the Conservative Party, the Green 
Party, the Liberal Party and the 
New Democratic Party and are 
guaranteed a response within 
24 hours.

Students can take the fi rst step 
to combat apathy by casting their 
ballot Oct. 14.

Polling on campus a bittersweet victory

Arts funding, 
cont’d from page 5Student apathy on the rise
and it creates about 1.1 million jobs 
so there’s a lot that goes back to the 
economy which essentially goes back 
into the tax system and into the GDP,” 
said Schmidt. “Establishing money 
for the arts is important for not just 
the arts and culture sector, it’s actu-
ally important for the economy as 
a whole.” 

Calgary-West Green Party can-
didate Randy Weeks agreed that 
the cultural sector is an important 
economic component, but also 
pointed out that there was more to 
the issue than just purely fi nancial 
concerns. 

“Th ere is a strong factor on how fair 
and enjoyable the society is and so the 
arts is a huge part of it,” said Weeks. 
He added his party would not be 
interested in raising personal income 
taxes to fund the arts, but that much 
of the funding for programs would 
come from revenue gained from the 
implementation of taxes for carbon 
emissions and other pollutants.

Along with reinstat ing the 
funding that has been cut, the 
Liberal Party proposes to help 
artists deal with the fluctuating 
nature of the sector by changing 
the tax structure to allow artists to 
average income over time. 

“Th e idea is that by income aver-
aging, artists would be able to keep 
more of their money for themselves 
that they need to support themselves 
in other years,” said Calgary-West 
Liberal candidate Jennifer Pollock.

Ultimately, Harper’s attempt at 
making a populist argument for the 
funding cuts may have backfi red and 
made him seem out of touch with 
the actual issues, said Calgary-West 
Marxist-Leninist candidate André 
Vachon.

“Culture is part of life in Canada 
and I think the prime minister’s 
comments only demonstrate how 
uncultured the man is,” said Vachon. 
“Th e artists in Canada are suff ering. 
Th ey are also subject to the limita-
tions of private enterprise and that’s 
not acceptable either. Th ere should 
be massive funding of the arts in 
Canada.”

Calgary-West -New Democratic 
Party candidate Teale Phelps 
Bondaroff said his party plans to 
increase arts funding by $125 mil-
lion.

“Harper is a leader,” said Phelps 
Bondaroff . “He is for change, but it’s 
not the change that works for this 
country, it’s not the change that 
works for Canadians.” 

Residence students are the only ones able to vote at the on-campus polling station. 
Gauntlet fi le photo
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Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Opinions Editor

One of the savviest moves 
made to fight homeless-
ness in this city was to ask 

business persons not for their money, 
but for their abilities. 

Presenting in Murray Fraser 
Hall on Oct.6, Calgary Homeless 
Foundation president and CEO 
Tim Richter noted this was one 
of the major breaks from the past 
that has been made in developing 
Calgary’s 10 Year Plan to End 
Homelessness. 

The plan is a modified version 
of the strategy adopted in many 
U.S. centres. In New York City, 
the chronic homeless population 
— those living on the streets either 
repeatedly or for more than a year 
at a time — has been reduced by 
around 85 per cent. Th e strategy 
marks a shift  from the old methodol-
ogy of dealing with the problem to 

the new one of ending it and came 
about as agencies like Richter’s grew 
aware that no matter what they did, 
the homeless situation in Calgary 
became more desperate.

“[Homelessness is] a moral, 
social and economic disaster,” said 
Richter. “I think of it as an unnatural 
disaster because it is a preventable 
disaster.”

The most important change to 
come with the 10 Year Plan has 
been the adoption of the “Housing 
First” strategy. In the past, emphasis 
was placed on treating individuals’ 
addictions or mental illness before 
worrying about housing. 

“Trying to treat an addiction when 
you don’t have a house is like trying 
to go on a diet in Tim Horton’s,” 
said Richter. “Housing First is a 
great example of truth in advertis-
ing because it is what it says.”

Th e idea behind the new approach 
is that it is much easier for people to 
deal with all the problems in their 

life if they have a house to do it in. 
In accordance with this plan, Richter 
noted it is important to develop more 
aff ordable housing. Th e Ten Year 
Plan targeted the acquisition of 114 
acres of land to build housing and 
treatment facilities on and aims at 
constructing 11,250 aff ordable hous-
ing units, including some devoted to 
supported living and treatment. 

Th e methodology change in the 
plan is bolstered by the inclusion of 
the private sector.

“Th e private sector brings infl u-
ence and they bring impatience,” said 
Richter. “Th ey are drivers and they 
are not afraid of big things.”

The plan’s goal is to eliminate 
homelessness in Calgary in seven 
years.  The last  homelessness 
count, conducted in May 2008, 
found 4,060 individuals. Th at is an 
18 per cent rise from the previ-
ous count in 2006 and a 900 per 
cent rise since the inaugural count 
in 1992.

Homelessness is a moral, social and economic disaster to Ritcher.
Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

10 Year Plan to end homelessness underway
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The Alberta-China trade

Poverty, continued from page 8

Rinaldi Gulinao
Gauntlet News

The shift ing global economy 
will see China become a bigger 
factor in the way business and 

trade is conducted by Albertans.
Th is was the topic of discussion 

in a public forum organized by the 
University of Calgary’s communica-
tion and culture faculty in partnership 
with Alberta Global Forum and held 
at the Glenbow museum Oct. 2.

The forum, “In the Eye of the 
Dragon: Will China Drive Alberta’s 
Economy?” consisted of a panel of 
experts discussing the signifi cance of 

China’s emergence and how it would 
aff ect Alberta. 

“Th e Canadian response to Asia, 
particularly China, is increasingly 
set here in Alberta,” said University 
of British Columbia professor and 
Asia Pacifi c Foundation of Canada 
co-CEO Dr. Paul Evans. “It’s set here 
. . . because [of] the political impact 
of Alberta on the national scene in 
Canada, where many of our leaders in 
Ottawa have roots in Alberta and see 
the world in some interesting ways as 
a result and also because of the nature 
of the economy.”

Oil and gas dominated Alberta sup-
plies the U.S. with much of its energy. 

Engineer and AC Capital president 
Alan Chan said that with the uncertain 
future of the U.S. economy, China, 
as the world’s second largest oil con-
sumer, is poised to become an even 
larger customer of Alberta’s energy.

“Th e demand for oil consumption 
in China grows about four per cent 
a year,” said Chan. “It accounts for 
25 per cent of the global increase for 
oil demand.”

But it isn’t just China that stands 
to benefit from Alberta’s natural 
resources. Alberta also imports from 
China valued labour.

A shortfall of 100,000 workers 
over the next 10 years is forcasted 

in Alberta. Most of these jobs will 
be filled by immigrants through 
the Temporary Foreign Worker 
program.

“We receive about 40 per cent of 
all our new arrivals from China,” said 
U of C anthropology professor Dr. 
Josephine Smart. “Most of whom 
arrive as independent immigrants, 
which means that they come with 
education, economic resources and 
international connection in that part 
of the world.”

With these increased connections 
will come the possibility of more 
opportunities for widespread trading 
with China — an area ATB Financial 

senior economist Todd Hirsch said 
needs improvement.

“Alberta’s trade with China is grow-
ing,” he said. “I’ve seen the numbers, 
but it’s still miniscule compared to 
our trade with the U.S. I don’t know 
if the Alberta-China trade is on the 
minds of most people in Alberta. We 
understand that we’re getting a lot 
of consumer goods from China, but 
I don’t know if people really under-
stand that it’s really very small — still 
a small sliver.”

Evans cited the main barrier to forg-
ing lasting and meaningful trade rela-
tions with China stems from the lack 
of initiative at the federal level.

$1,850 tax credit, she said.
The party platform introduces 

a guaranteed family supplement 
of $1,225 a year. As well, it would 
increase the national child tax ben-
efi t, raise seniors’ income supplement, 
and create a tax credit for people with 
disabilities and low income.

Vachon said the problem needs to 
approached by closing the widening 
gap between rich and poor.

“[We would] stop handing over 
millions and billions of dollars to 
the rich, to people who are already 
privileged,” he said.

Th e party wants to increase fund-

ing for social programs to reduce 
poverty among aboriginal people 
and immigrants.

“We would represent the interests 
of the working people,” he added. 

Schmidt believes the best way to 
approach the issue is through co-
operation and teamwork.

“I would want the governing party 
and all MPs as well as provincial and 
municipal governments to meet 

and plan ways to eliminate poverty 
and provide affordable housing,” 
he said.
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