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U of C makes top 50 under 50 list
Michael Grondin
News Editor

The University of Calgary’s 
ambitious goal to become 
one of the top universities 

in the country has gained some 
momentum. Th e U of C was con-
sidered 17th on an elite world 
ranking for the top 50 universities 
under 50.

qs World University Rankings, 
devoted to reviewing and ranking 
the best universities in the world, 
measured the U of C to be the best 
Canadian university founded aft er 
1962. Th e U of C, which was offi  -
cially founded in 1966, was listed 
as the second best university in 
North America under 50 aft er the 
University of California in Irvine, 
which was listed at number 10.

Th e U of C also placed 14th in 
the top 50 under 50 for academic 
reputation and 23rd for employer 
reputation. For Canadian uni-

versities ranked aft er the U of C, 
Simon Fraser University was 25th, 
and the University of Victoria was 
34th. Th e top spot overall went to 
the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong. 

U of C president Elizabeth 
Cannon said recognition within 
the global community ensures that 
the U of C is heading in the right 
direction, and this ranking paral-
lels the goals outlined in the Eyes 
High strategy.

“When external agencies can 
acknowledge that we are one of 
the top young universities in the 
world, that sends a [message] to 
our faculty, staff  and students that 
we have a lot to be proud of and 
that we are heading in the right 
direction,” said Cannon. “We have 
set some very ambitious goals and 
we know we have hard work to do.”

Cannon said no ranking system 
can outline the exact goals of a 
post-secondary institution, how-

ever, this achievement of placing 
17th on an international list has 
the potential to motivate the uni-
versity community. She also said 
this ranking is another measure of 
success.

“We’re very pleased. Th ere are a 
number of these ranking systems 
out there and everyone uses dif-
ferent criteria, so there’s not one 
ranking system that’s representa-
tive of the quality of education 
and research we’re doing at the 
[U of C],” she said. “But this rank-
ing is defi nitely a boost, and it sig-
nals that we’re on the right path 
and we’ll be sticking with our strat-
egy.”

Th e qs website said the U of C 
“is a comprehensive research uni-
versity that, in its short 39-year 
history, has grown to take its place 
among the fi nest institutions in 
Canada. Combining the best of 
long-established university tra-
ditions with the city of Calgary’s 

vibrant energy and diversity, the 
university aims to provide a re-
search and scholarly foundation 
for students eager to acquire the 
knowledge and skills essential for 
a successful personal and profes-
sional life.” 

qs ranked the U of C at 218th in 
the list for top universities in the 
world.

According to Students’ Union 
vice-president academic Kenya-
Jade Pinto, it is important for the 
U of C and its community to con-
tinue with the goals that were laid 
out. She said students can be proud 
of the achievement, but the student 
experience in the academic setting 
is still what matters.

“It’s exciting to see this ranking, 
and it’s motivating for the [U of C]. 
It will push us forward in achieving 
our goals,” said Pinto. “Students 
can be excited about this because it 
has the potential to be a motivating 
factor for the university.”

Sean Willett
Entertainment Editor

Although people might not al-
ways see it, Calgary is a beautiful 
city. Despite petty complaints, it is 
diffi  cult to dismiss the city’s best 
features: plentiful green spaces, a 
growing music scene and wonder-
ful inhabitants. All of these things 
are brought to the forefront dur-
ing Calgary’s festival season, where 
the best parts of the blossoming 
city are on display. One festival in 
particular stands above the rest, a 
sprawling behemoth that comman-
deers the city for a week of musi-
cal bliss. It is Sled Island, and it is 
almost here.
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NEWS ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS 
The U of C may have 
indirectly donated to 
political parties. 
Investigations are 
underway, page 3.

Calgary duo PLEIADES 
will be performing at Sled 
Island with their unique 
brand of musical 
impermanence, page 5.

Advanced statistical 
analysis is changing the 
way that hockey scouts 
evaluate talent for the 
NHL, page 7.

Prepare 
your bike,  
Sled Island 
is here 

NUMBER OF BANDS 
BOOKED FOR 

SLED ISLAND PER YEAR

αααα
2007                                              96

2008                                             174

2009                                             230

2010                                             255

2011                                             215

2012                                             235

see Sled Island, page 6

Evangelos Lambrinoudis II
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The demo for the video game 
starts on an unusual note — 
a man with his face covered 

walks into a desert encampment, 
holding the body of a wounded 
combatant. He shouts for help and 
three Middle Eastern men rush to 
his aid, their voices laced with con-
cern for their injured comrade. As 
they lead the man with the covered 
face into a tent, they lay the injured 
warrior on a table, examining his 
wounds while desperately discuss-
ing their next steps. 

Th is introduction is almost 
completely unprecedented for a 
piece of western media. Not only 
are Middle Eastern men portrayed 
as something other than slaver-
ing warmongers, they are actually 
shown as sympathetic characters. 
Th eir friend is injured and they 
rush to his aid — just like anyone 
would. Th is does not last long.

Almost immediately, the man 
with the covered face pulls out a 
gun and shoots two of the Middle 
Eastern men in the head. Th is is 

shown in slow motion with bullets 
passing through their skulls — to 
give a sense of the brutality. He 
then rips off  his mask to reveal a 
grizzled American face, and pro-
ceeds to beat the remaining man 
to death with his bare hands.

Th is scene, from Ubisoft  
Toronto’s upcoming Splinter Cell: 
Blacklist, scheduled to be released 
in spring 2013, is standard fare for 
western video games. Th e rest of 

the game’s demo plays out in a sim-
ilar fashion, ending in the bloody 
execution of a terrorist leader. 
Th e game’s hero Sam Fisher wars 
against a ‘villainous’ organization 
attempting to convince western 
countries to pull their troops out 
of Iraq, a goal that apparently war-
rants ruthless war crimes in retali-
ation. 

While the actual game will most 
likely add more meaning to the 
confl ict, it is disturbing that a fi ve-
minute long video of slaughtering 
Middle Eastern freedom fi ghters 
is being used to promote this title. 
However, it is not surprising.

Aft er the popularity of Call of 
Duty 4: Modern Warfare explod-
ed, terrorists replaced Nazis as 
the go-to faceless villain for fi rst-
person shooters. Almost every 
game about warfare pits American 
or British heroes against waves of 
dehumanized combatants who are 
ruthlessly gunned down using far 
superior military technology. Th ey 
are treated much in the same way 

as Russians were treated in Cold 
War era fi lms — as an enemy that 
deserves nothing but death.

Th ese video games are a part of 
the overwhelming amount of pro-
pagandistic media centered on the 
ongoing turbulence in the Middle 
East. Th ey contribute to a growing 
animosity towards anyone with 
brown skin, and actively demonize 
that which is diff erent.

Th is problem is not restricted to 
merely video games, either. Popu-
lar movies, television and books all 
do their part in fueling this hate-
fi lled zeitgeist. Yet video games 
lack something other media have 
— titles that actively go against the 
status quo. 

Many games take subtle ap-
proaches to critiquing America’s 
occupation of Iraq, with Skyrim’s 
Imperials being a notable example. 
Th e medium needs its Four Lions 
— a game that isn’t afraid question 
the propagation of racist ideals. 

Gauntlet Editorial Board

Not so new era for video games

Chief Returning Officer (CRO) 
Term: Part-time, from August 2012 to March 2013
Pay: Honoraria of up to $2,000 for the by-election and up to $3,000 for the 
general election.
The Chief  Returning Officer (CRO) is a contract position responsible for 
ensuring fair and equal elections for the Student Union (SU). The CRO will be 
the chief  administrator of  all Elections and Referenda of  the Student Union 
and will ensure a fair democratic process exists and is upheld. The Chief  
Returning Officer key responsibilities:  

Your work will be concentrated in September – October and January – March. 
Applicants must be current undergraduates attending the University of  Calgary 
and cannot sit on any SU Committees. Preference will be given to those with 
experience in student, civic, provincial, or federal elections.

Please submit a cover letter and resume to the attention of  
Susan Judd, Council Liaison Officer
Email: scjudd@ucalgary.ca or in person at the
SU Main Office, 251 MacEwan Student Centre.

Deadline: Friday, June 15, 2012.

STUDENTS’ UNION EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

• Administer the SU Nomination and 
Campaign events;

• Enforce election and referenda rules;
• Organize public forums and 

moderating debates;

• Training polling station clerks;
• Oversee the functionality of  polling 

stations;
• Deliver election and referenda 

results.

Join the SU Team!
The Students’ Union (SU) at the University of 
Calgary is looking for enthusiastic individuals who 
enjoy a diverse, exciting and rewarding workplace. 
The SU has full and part-time openings for:

• Part time hourly Cook – Kitchen

• Full time hourly Cook – Kitchen

• Full time hourly Cook Supervisor – Kitchen

• Full time hourly Banquet Supervisor – MacEwan Event Centre

• Part time hourly Set-up, Catering and Bartending Staff – 
MacEwan Event Centre

• Part time Into the Streets Coordinator – Volunteer Services

If you’re interested in joining us at the U of C, please 
submit a cover letter and résumé to 
resumes@su.ucalgary.ca.
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campus quips
“No. Th at funding 
should go towards 
the school.”

– Karn Gill, 
second-year 
engineering

“No. Schools 
are neutral 
institutions.”

– Alice Yao, 
second-year 
accounting

“Yes. It can 
infl uence parties to 
support education.”

– Richard Goldberger, 
third-year 
communications

“No. It’s far too 
biased.”

– Carolyn Grinham, 
open studies

Should post-secondary institutions be allowed to donate to political parties? Why?

Michael Grondin
News Editor

The University of Calgary 
may have made illegal po-
litical donations estimated 

at just under $10,000. Th e inves-
tigation into the donations, which 
may have been indirectly made, is 
still ongoing.

Progressive Conservative law-
yer Joseph Lougheed purchased 
pc fundraising tickets on behalf 
of the U of C over time. Th is cre-
ated a sum of about $4,500 of U of 
C funds donated to the pc party, 
as reported in the cbc and the 
Calgary Herald in June 2012.

In 2004, public institutions in 
Alberta — including post-second-
ary institutions — were prohibited 
by law to contribute to political 
causes, according to a June 1, 2012 
U of C press release. 

“Th e university may have indi-
rectly contributed to various po-
litical causes aft er it was prohibited 
by provincial legislation in 2004,” 
states the press release.

In January 2012, however, a re-
quest was made for information by 
the provincial chief electoral offi  -
cer under the Alberta Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Pri-
vacy Act (foip) concerning mon-
ey spent by the U of C for politi-
cal purposes. Th e probe exposed 
many documents about political 
contributions that were indirectly 
made by the U of C between 2004 
and 2008.

According to reports by the 
cbc and the Calgary Herald, 
previous U of C legal council 
Charlene Anderson questioned 
Lougheed’s practice in 2008, say-
ing in an email to Lougheed, “this 

was the fi rst time this ‘practice’ 
has been questioned by me. How-
ever, I questioned and objected to 
it the moment I became aware of 
it. I cannot pay this account nor 

can I condone this practice.”
“Th is practice, in my opinion, 

exposes the university to unnec-
essary risks — legally, fi nancially 
and reputationally. Th e university 

cannot pay for services that were 
not rendered, nor should we cir-
cumvent the rules,” she wrote.

Th e June 1 press release states 
the U of C voluntarily reported 

the fi ndings and is acting within 
compliance of the investigation.

According to Students’ Union 
president Hardave Birk, there 
have not been any donations 
made since 2008, and the U of C 
is trying to ensure this problem 
does not occur in the future.

“It wasn’t the university di-
rectly purchasing tickets for 
these fundraisers, and since 2008 
there have been no new dona-
tions,” said Birk. “Th e university 
has changed their policy to make 
sure they fall in line with legisla-
tion, and I think the university 
has been pretty transparent with 
the way they have gone about the 
process. Th e university is doing 
everything they can, because it 
was an error that was made in the 
past and they’re trying to make 
sure it doesn’t happen again in 
the future.”

According to Ken McKinnon 
from the U of C board of gov-
ernors, the university has acted 
in a responsible manner and is 
committed to adhering to public 
policy and legislation.

“Th e [U of C] has acted ethi-
cally in this matter. We’ve taken 
it very seriously, and the board 
has taken it very seriously,” said 
McKinnon. “Because there is 
confl icting information, the ex-
act facts are unclear. Th e univer-
sity community should be aware 
that we’ve acted in a responsible, 
leadership manner, internally and 
externally.”

Th e Alberta chief electoral of-
fi cer Brian Fjeldheim, who main-
tains control over the documents 
that were released, is currently 
making a decision regarding the 
proceedings of this case. 

    I think the university has been pretty transparent with 
the way they have gone about the process. The university is 
doing everything they can, because it was an error that was 
made in the past and they’re trying to make sure it doesn’t 
happen again in the future.

– Hardave Birk, Students’ Union president

Editor: Michael Grondin • news@thegauntlet.ca • @GauntletUofC

Interviews: Michael Grondin, Photos: Parvathy Gopakumar
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Th e U of C may have made illegal donations
Donations to political causes are under investigation

Just under $10,000 may have been indirectly donated to the Progressive Conservative party.

Evangelos Lambrinoudis II, Michael Grondin and Sean Willett

“
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Emily Ng
Gauntlet News

New advances in stem 
cell research have been 
made at the University of 

Calgary.
U of C professors Derrick Ran-

court and Roman Krawetz have 
developed a bioreactor that pro-
duces stem cells effi  ciently.

Rancourt and Krawetz have col-
laborated since 2006, and in 2008 
began actively pursuing new tech-
nology that would generate plu-
ripotent stem cells in greater quan-
tities. Th eir research was done 
in partnership with the McCaig 
Institute for Bone and Joint Health.

Pluripotent stem cells have the 
ability to transform into diff er-
ent cell types and therefore make 
diff erent tissues in the body. Ran-
court and Krawetz have developed 
a bioreactor that generates these 
cells.  

Stem cells have traditionally 
been grown on plastic plates. Th is 
practice has been time consuming 
and ineffi  cient. However, accord-
ing to the researchers, the biore-

actor is able to produce stem cells 
1,000 times quicker.    

“If you imagine a dish the diam-
eter of a cd, and you fi ll the whole 
bottom with skin cells, you would 

count 10 or 20. Whereas in the 
bioreactor, you would fi nd thou-
sands,” said Krawetz.

Th e bioreactor stirs the stem 
cells and keeps them in mo-

tion. Th ey have found stirring 
the cells helps to form a large 
supply of the cells within the 
bioreactor.  

Th e researchers have turned 
skin cells from mice into pluripo-
tent stem cells, and they are cur-
rently studying human cells.

Traditional methods of stem 
cell production also use the cancer 
gene c-Myc, which increases the 
potential for tumour formation. 
Th is gene is no longer required 
with the bioreactor.

Other research groups who have 
grown stem cells on plastic plates 
without c-Myc have seen a reduc-
tion of 100 times in generated 
stem cells. However, Rancourt and 
Krawetz’s results show only a fi ve-
fold decrease.

Personalized medicine tailored 
to an individual patient could di-
rectly benefi t from this stem cell 
technology and research.

“You can make stem cells, and 
then you can turn the stem cells 
into a tissue that would be the af-
fected tissue in the body,” said Ran-
court. “If somebody has a heart 
problem, we can make heart cells 

from these cells and use that as a 
source of material to do research to 
fi nd out what’s the exact problem 
in the patient.”

Rancourt and Krawetz are still 
determining what causes the skin 
cells to become pluripotent stem 
cells in the bioreactor. Th ey believe 
the dynamic environment of the 
bioreactor plays a part in this.  

“Just like a microenvironmental 
evolution of stem cells, the ones 
that are not going to be good stem 
cells get killed off  in the environ-
ment and the best pluripotent cells 
move forward,” said Krawetz.

Rancourt and Krawetz said 
several diff erent faculties at the 
U of C have collaborated to de-
velop the technology. Th e facul-
ties of engineering, kinesiology 
and veterinary medicine were also 
involved in the course of the re-
search.

“Th is work was built on the 
backs of other people from the 
U of C,” said Rancourt. “Th e 
McCaig Institute is really a great 
multidisciplinary environment 
that basically helped to sow the 
seeds of this project.”

Derrick Rancourt and Roman Krawetz holding the bioreactor.
Emily Ng

Stem cell research finds new answers

Federal budget proposes changes for research, industry

U of C research uses new technology to increase effi  ciency of stem cell production

Riley Hill
Gauntlet News

Th e proposed 2012 federal bud-
get, expected to pass with the cur-
rent Conservative government, 
focuses new funding primar-
ily on research and development 
projects. 

Th e budget plan, presented on 
March 29, aims to encourage in-
novation and growth in more 
profi table sectors of the econ-
omy, with large sums of public 
money being spent on technologi-
cal development within the private 
sector.

However, according to a March 
29 press release from the Cana-
dian Alliance of Student Asso-
ciations — a student advocacy 
group based in Ottawa — the fed-
eral budget neglected to prioritize  
education.

“Students are concerned that the 
federal budget missed an oppor-
tunity to invest in post-secondary 
education programs that would 

support the individuals who will 
drive growth and innovation in 
the coming years,” states the press 
release.

Th e budget includes $37 mil-
lion in new grants set aside for 
industry-academic research part-
nerships aimed to encourage the 
pursuit of research applicable to 
the needs of private businesses.

A total of about $500 million in 
additional funding will be given to 
the Canadian Foundation for In-
novation. Th e cfi is a non-govern-
ment organization that provides 
money for ‘innovation research.’ 
Most of the organizations aim to 
fund research in the sciences, a 
priority designed to keep Canadi-
an businesses competitive in bud-
ding global markets.

Several University of Calgary 
professors receive research grants 
from the cfi. In addition to the 
engineering and science depart-
ments, U of C professors from the 
departments of communications, 
mathematics and linguistics are 

currently working on cfi funded 
projects.

Large investments are also 
planned for the Canadian Insti-
tute of Health Research and the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council. Th e total cost 
for new research initiatives is esti-
mated to top $1 billion.

National director of casa Zach 
Dayler expressed discontent over 

the plan, criticizing the lack of ad-
ditional fi nancial support for post-
secondary students. 

“Funding aimed at bridg-
ing academic research and the 
private sector would have been 
more eff ectively spent with im-
proved fi nancial assistance for 
students,” said Dayler in the casa 
press release.

Youth are not totally left  out 

of the budget, however, as an ad-
ditional $50 million will be in-
vested in the government’s Youth 
Employment Strategy. Dayler ex-
pressed doubt that this strategy 
would reach those who are strug-
gling to make the money needed to 
start their education.

“Th e government has made in-
vestments that will support some 
students,” he said.
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Imaginary Anomaly – Morgan Shandro

COMICS

Laura Bardsley 
Gauntlet Entertainment 

The Alberta College of Art 
and Design is not only a 
purveyor of fantastic art-

ists and their creations, it also 
brings like-minded people to-
gether in a creative, support-
ive environment and then helps 
them reach their full potential. 
PLEIADES is a perfect example 
of this phenomenon, although 
many others can empathize with 
Nyssa Brown and Joleen Toner’s 
experience creating a musical 
conglomeration. Th e duo spent 
almost every day for three years 
together in a studio, and the result 
is the vocally inspired music of 
PLEIADES. 

“It actually started as a project 
for school,” explains Toner. “We 
got into High Performance Rodeo 
because of [it].” Brown fi nishes 
Toner’s thought, adding, “Th en we 
took it to Stage Festival and real-
ized we quite enjoyed doing it, that 
it was very organic for us to do.” 

Th e pair seems to be perfectly 
in tune — they fi nish each other’s 
sentences, greet people in unison 
and generally have good times to-
gether. Th eir fi nal piece for their 
undergraduate degrees in me-
dia arts and digital technologies  
was a PLEIADES performance, but 
under a diff erent name. Primar-
ily vocally based, the two plan to 
add Toner’s newly acquired drum 
machine and synthesizer to the 
equation, along with some bass. 
But really, it is all about feeling.

“We want you to feel it in your 
chest,” says Toner. 

“You’ll feel it as much as you 
can hear it,” Brown adds. Th ey feel 
accuracy takes a back seat to the 
performance. As Brown explains, 
PLEIADES never really plays the 
same song twice.

“But that’s the inspiration,” says 
Toner. “We were inspired by Sun 
Araw, and that’s what we take 
from it. I have those albums and 
I’ve seen him live twice. You only 
recognize a song through a melo-
dy or bass line.”

Brown continues, “I think that’s 
what triggers people’s familiar-
ity with it — it has the ability to 
change and be diff erent. It’s defi -
nitely visually cued [as well].” 

In an age where routine and 
repetition dominate, where a band 
will play at a music festival one 
week and play the same set the 
next week, this is a refreshing at-
titude to have. For their show at 
Sled Island Music and Arts Festi-
val in Calgary on June 21, they’ll 
be playing with other acts drasti-
cally diff erent from their musical 
style, including the headliners 
Th e Evaporators. For this debut, 
the ladies have something special 
planned.

“We’re defi nitely planning on 
costumes,” says Toner. “Also visu-
als, projections . . . [and] I really 
want to talk to Nardwuar!” 

Although they are open to the 
possibility of adding more mem-
bers in the future, the pair feels 
uneasy about the idea. As Brown 
explains, a third member might 

just be a third wheel.
“We don’t really have parts,” she 

continues, shrugging. “I start up 
this drum loop and we’re looping 
vocals and we know what we’re 
doing, but I wouldn’t know what 
to tell someone else to do. It’s 
very intuitive . . . throwing some-
one else into the equation would 
change the dynamic.”

PLEIADES, however, is not the 
only type of music Brown and 
Toner are interested in. Instead 
it seems to be just a glimpse into 
what the pair is capable of. 

With their fl uid approach to live 
performances, their upcoming 
show will literally be a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. 

PLEIADES keeps things fresh
Local duo makes sure that no two shows are ever the same

Every month the Gauntlet hosts 
a photo contest. Th is month’s win-
ner was Bonny Chuong’s photo-
graph, “Escape into the thoughts 
of the clouds.”

“We all have our ways of escap-
ing reality, and the vastness of the 
sky is where our dreams take fl ight.  
Th e emphasis in this self-portrait is 
the dove, who is free just like our 
minds to escape into the clouds.”

— Bonny Chuong

Send up to three of your pho-
tos to photo@thegauntlet.ca each 
month and win a chance to have 
your art featured in the Gauntlet.

photo contest

To hear the music of PLEIADES visit 
soundcloud.com/PLEIADES_YYC

Nyssa Brown and Joleen Turner take a fl uid approach to live shows 
with their band PLEIADES, never playing the same song twice.

courtesy PLEIADES
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CONGRATS GRADS of 2012!
“Do not go where the path may 

lead; go instead where there is no 
path and leave a trail.” 

– Ralph Waldo Emerson

Adventure!
Teach English Overseas
TESOL Certified in 5 Days
In-Class or Online  –  No degree Required!
1.888.270.2941
Job Guaranteed!
Next In-Class Course:  July 11 - 15

Travelodge University Hotel
2227 Banff Trail NW

www.globaltesol.com

Sorry manages to have ear-
worm catchiness and grit on the 
same album, sometimes all in one 
song. Scuzzy bass riff s, distorted 
vocals and standard rock com-
position all mesh in a powerful 
and impressive release from this 

unique Calgary band. To call the 
tracks on Mazes simply low-fi  
doesn’t do them justice, as that 
label is too broad for this particu-
lar set of songs. Th is is not just 
another band with dictaphone 
calibre recordings and vocal lines 
soaked with reverb. 

Particularly evident on the 
exceedingly catchy “Crowded 
Courts,” Sorry strive to punch 
you in the face while sticking in 
your head. Characteristic bass 
crunch and needling guitar lines 
punctuate the verse before a tow-
ering, distorted and wonderfully 
messy chorus. Similarly, on the 
repulsively titled yet musically 
endearing “Cum Gum,” the cho-
rus loses just enough control to 
stick out while still having fun.     

Four of the nine tracks were re-
corded with Alberta low-fi  guru 
Paul Lawton at Mammoth Cave 
Studios, the Lethbridge studio 
and recording company that has 
spawned releases from Alberta 

bands such as Myelin Sheaths, Th e 
Moby Dicks and Th e Famines. 
If Mazes is any indication, Sorry 
are clearly succeeding while sur-
rounding themselves with like-
minded individuals.   

Th e overdrive bass tones will 
remind listeners of the Wet 
Secrets, Little Girls or Panthers, 
and the high-end chord progres-
sions are punchy without being 
trite. Th e vocals are all over the 
map in an engaging way — each 
song is a new style, a new eff ect 
and a new tone, always half a step 
away from manic. 

Most importantly, the tracks 
on Mazes make you want to see 
Sorry in person. It is hard to listen 
to any of the tracks without pic-
turing them being played at ear-
splitting volume with a sweaty 
mess of people around you. Of 
course, this is meant in the best 
possible way.  

Taylor Mckee
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A festival taking the city by 
storm, Sled Island runs from 
June 18–24. It features a series 
of shows from a diverse selection 
of bands, from local favourites to 
international stars. Th ese con-
certs are supplemented by com-
edy shows, art galleries and fi lms, 
which together create an event 

for all interests. Festival director 
Lindsay Shedden says that the 
best part about Sled is not its 
growing size, but its location.

“It happens in Calgary, which is 
one of the most amazing cities in 
Canada, if not the most amazing,” 
says Shedden. “Th e scene is incred-
ible, the people here are incredible 

and everyone is so open and loving.”
Shedden, who has worked with 

Sled Island for the last few years, 
believes that the festival helps to 
bring out the best in Calgary’s res-
idents, making the greatest parts 
of the city even better. 

“During Sled Island, everything 
seems to be elevated, everybody is 
interested in meeting new people 
and having new experiences,” she 
says. “It’s just a big friend-fest.”

Size, of course, does count for 
something. Due to the festival’s 
immense popularity, Sled Island 
off ers a chance for Calgarians to 
experience many bands that might 
otherwise not be able to visit what 
Shedden calls a remote city.

“Geographically, Calgary is 
kind of in the middle of nowhere,” 
explains Shedden. “It’s 12 hours 
from Vancouver, so we do oft en 
get missed by major tours. Sled 
Island creates this opportunity for 
bands that might have previously 
missed Calgary to come here and 
experience how amazing this city 
is.”

However, with so many people 
gathering together to enjoy the 
many diff erent experiences Sled 
Island has to off er, a few problems 
naturally arise. One diffi  culty in 

previous years has been a lack of 
bicycle parking, which could lead 
people to choose less environmen-
tally friendly forms of transpor-
tation. Th ankfully, Shedden has 
made sure this will not be a prob-
lem again.

“What we have really put a lot 
of eff ort into this year is upping 
our clean initiative, and trying to 
make it more accessible for people 
riding their bikes,” she says. “More 
than 50 per cent of people are go-
ing to these shows on their bikes. 
We’re getting more bike racks put 
in, both permanent and tempo-
rary, to make it easier for people 
to just park their bikes and run in 
to shows.” 

Biking has always been an im-
portant part of the Sled Island 
experience, and the festival is do-
ing its best to make the most en-
vironmentally conscious option 

also the easiest one.
“Th e city is so accessible, all of 

the venues are within walking and 
biking distance of each other and 
it’s really easy to get around,” says 
Shedden. “With the way the sched-
ule is laid out for Sled Island, you 
can hop on your bike and see 10 
shows a night, if you plan it right.” 

Sled Island is a festival that 
brings the people of Calgary to-
gether, and shows them the best 
parts of this amazing city. Yet de-
spite its gargantuan size, it will not 
be leaving behind a mess.

“Festivals are notorious for pro-
ducing so much waste, and we just 
want to be as clean as possible. Th e 
city is so beautiful, and it is impor-
tant to us to do our part to keep it 
that way,” says Shedden.

Sled Island, continued from cover

Sled Island will be even more bike-friendly this year, with additional 
bike racks installed in front of venues to make parking easier.

Evangelos Lambrinoudis II

For more information about Sled Island visit 
sledisland.com



SPORTS

Alex Hamilton
Gauntlet Sports • @SKRollins

An NHL scout’s traditional 
toolkit includes a reliable 
car, a good pen and a toler-

ance for countless hours on rough 
roads and in seedy hotel rooms. 
Th ey are anonymous to the public 
when they succeed and oft en have 
to fi nd a new employer when they 
fail. 

Th e job is a classic love-of-the-
game cliché, perhaps romantic to 
some with the image of hockey in 
its purest form: free from huge sala-
ries, no-trade clauses and athletic 
super-stardom. Th e NHL salary cap 
has privileged draft ing more than 
ever. 

Whether or not new methodolo-
gies produce more accurate results, 
scouts will be more accountable for 
the performance of their prospects 
because of a major shift  in scout-
ing methodology that has occurred 
recently. Th e new world of scout-
ing places more accountability 
on scouts and aff ects how teams 
forecast players’ careers. Advanced 
statistical models, increased em-
phasis on measured puck posses-
sion skills and more precise and 
accountable rankings have created 
this change.

Pat Steinberg, radio host on the 
Fan 960, said some new advanced 
NHL statistics have crept into 
scouting techniques. 

“I know of at least fi ve NHL teams 
that have their own metrics or stats 
made up and [applied] to scout-
ing,” said Steinberg in a message to 
the Gauntlet. “It’s teams embracing 
the newest wave of legitimate sta-
tistical analysis.” 

Another breakthrough in the 
advanced statistical analysis of 
players is an emphasis on posses-
sion-based metrics. Essentially, 
this measures a player’s ability to 
keep off ensive play fl owing. Th is is 
the main focus of many new NHL 
statistical models and has carried 
over to the amateur scouting level. 

“I’ve probably talked to seven to 
nine teams who express that line 
of thinking, even if they don’t state 
the word ‘possession’,” said Cory 
Pronman, a blogger from Hock-
eyProspectus.com. “Th ey indicate 
it through the way they evaluate 
talent. I have not gotten close to 
asking all 30 teams that question.”

 Th is clinical approach contrasts 
sharply with focus on nebulous 
terms like ‘character’ that oft en in-
fl uences draft ing and player rank-

ings. Pronman notes that some 
teams still prioritize “leadership 
and character,” but argues these 
“intangibles” may not necessarily 
lead to actual success.  

In this sense, the emphasis on 
objective, measurable data is im-
portant because it potentially sig-
nifi es a shift  away from some tra-
ditional means of scouting. For 
instance, personal interviews with 
players are usually a factor in fi nal-
izing teams’ rankings — these have 
never been foolproof and can give 
either overly positive or negative 
impressions. Similarly, every year 
there are players who drop in con-
sensus rankings on vague, some-
times rumour-based intangible 
issues. 

Another new way amateur play-
ers’ potential is being measured 
is NHL equivalency. Developed 
by Calgary-based stats guru Rob 
Vollman, NHLE attempts to esti-
mate how a player’s performance 
will translate to the big leagues. 
Generally applied to the American 
Hockey League using a rule of 0.45 
NHL points for every AHL point, 
there have recently been attempts 
to use it for undraft ed players. Ma-
jor junior hockey and european 
elite leagues are also now included 
in NHLE evaluation.

Gabriel Desjardins, an NHL sta-
tistics pioneer who has consulted 
several NHL teams, used a similar 
system last year to criticize the 
Winnipeg Jets’s selection of Mark 
Scheifele over Sean Couturier. A 
year later, this prophecy seems 
to be coming to fruition with 
the emergence of Couturier in 
Philadelphia. 

Although the eyes and notes of 
scouts are still the primary source 
for NHL teams, it is not certain to 

remain this way. Several years ago, 
the Buff alo Sabres even switched to 
a primarily video-based scouting 
system, but its success is still be-
ing determined. PUCKS is a video 
system used by 16 NHL teams, in-
cluding the Calgary Flames, com-
bining detailed video organization 
with statistical analysis. While 
many scouts have said that video is 
at best supplementary, the growth 
of PUCKS may suggest otherwise. 

Th e Flames, along with a few 
other teams, have also recently 
employed Decision Lens, an out-
side analytics system to help them 
more precisely rank wild-card 
players. Th e Flames used this to 
help draft  undersized but skilled 
forward John Gaudreau, who cur-
rently plays for Boston College, in 
the fourth round of the 2011 draft . 
Th e season aft er his draft , Gaud-

reau was named Hockey East’s MVP 
and helped Boston College win the 
NCAA Frozen Four tournament in 
his freshman season. Th e selection 
of Gaudreau in a shrewd, risk-free 
spot is a symbol of a diff erent prior-
ity with the Flames in recent years. 
Faced with bare cupboards, the 
Flames have attempted to prioritize 
off ensive skill since 2007. 

Prior to this, the Flames draft ed 
a third and fourth line projected 
player far ahead of his consensus 
ranking, Kris Chucko in 2004. 
Advanced methods and analytics 
are only part of the reason for this 
— Jay Feaster has only been gener-
al manager for two years, aft er all. 
However, heading into a tumul-
tuous era in franchise history, it 
seems undeniable that the Flames 
will need all the help they can get.

Th e Flames show why teams 

might resort to new, untradi-
tional approaches to the draft . 
Despite being a team that spends 
a lot and therefore expects to win, 
the Flames have gradually de-
clined to their present limbo be-
tween mediocrity and basement-
dwelling. One key reason is a lack 
of value in younger players. Part 
of this stemmed from former GM 
Darryl Sutter’s aversion to younger 
players, but this occurred in con-
junction with poor draft ing. 

What is clear from PUCKS and 
Decision Lens is that Feaster rec-
ognizes the Flames’s past prob-
lems, and perhaps sees a need 
to modernize in more ways than 
one. How this will clash or inte-
grate with traditional scouting 
methods is still to be determined. 
However, if the Flames embark 
on their second rebuild phase, 
history suggests change can only 
be a good thing. If it works for 
the Flames, they might be a case 
study for modernization in scout-
ing and draft ing. 

While the image of a scouts de-
termining NHL hopefuls’ futures 
based on instinct alone might 
be fading, statistical and video 
analysis is paving the way for a 
new draft ing system. Th e Flames 
have generally failed to draft  well 
and get little value for younger 
players, but may see an improve-
ment in young stock if stats in-
stead of gut feelings are used to 
choose prospects. Th e NHL will 
likely have to adapt to the chang-
ing landscape of statistical analy-
sis or risk becoming irrelevant. 
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Cute townhouse for sale (NW) 
107 Storybook Terrace              $217,900

10 minutes walk to the Crowfoot LRT 
station. 10 minutes train ride to U of C. 
15 minutes train ride to SAIT/ACA. 
YMCA and Library only minutes away. 

Living, dining, kitchen, storage, balcony at 
upper level. New kitchen cabinets, new 
paint, new carpet. Stove, fridge and 
dishwasher included. 
2 bedrooms and 1 bathroom at lower level: 
Master with large walk-in. Bathroom with 
Jacuzzi tub. Laundry room with washer 
and dryer included.  
Dedicated parking stall in front of house. 
Adults 18+ only (condominium by-law). 

Email: StorybookTerrace-107@shaw.ca
More details at mls.ca  MLS#: C3509049 

NEED TO  
UPGRADE?
GET YOUR ENGLISH AND SCIENCE COURSES  
AT U OF C CONTINUING EDUCATION
The course fee is $450, not including textbooks. To register, go online, call 
us, or stop in at the Continuing Education office at EDT 220.

ENGLISH II  
UPG 220, Section 003  
Jun 14 – Jul 26 TR 5:30 – 8:30 pm

BIOLOGY II 
UPG 210, Section 002  
Jun 13 – Jul 25 MW 5:30 – 8:30 pm

GOOD THINKING.   |  CONTED.UCALGARY.CA   |  403.220.2952

PHYSICS II  
UPG 230, Section 002 
Jun 13 – Jul 25 MW 5:30 – 8:30 pm

CHEMISTRY II 
UPG 240, Section 003 
Jun 14 – Jul 26 TR 5:30 – 8:30 pm

Michael Grondin  

Hockey talent below the surface

Many teams are turning to advanced stats to help analyze and draft players more effectively. 
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